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Year 7 Introduction Evening
Introduction from Mrs Gavin DHT Pastoral

Mental Health and Wellbeing: Mrs Sherring 
AHT

Homework: Mr George

Curriculum talks from

English: Mrs Forsythe
Science: Mrs Woodward
Maths: Mr George



Achieve 
‘Knowledge enables students to 
think the unthinkable and the 

not yet thought’. Bernstein
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5544 
Achievement 

Points

97% 
Attendance To 

Date

1107 Points for Homework



Belong

‘Belonging is a flame that needs 
to be continually fed by signals 

of connection’
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2343 Belong 
Points Awarded

Pinkery Success
#Notatourschool



Participate 

‘Equality of opportunity is 
the essence of social 

justice’
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Year 7 = 88% 
participation 
this year!
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Mental Health and Wellbeing
A whole school approach

Mrs Sherring: AHT and SEMHCo.
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Homework
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Week Commencing Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

09.09.24
English

Sparx Maths

Science

Sparx Reader 

Religion and World Views

Reading article

Feathers

MFL

Sparx Maths

History

Sparx Reader

16.09.24
English

Sparx Maths

Science

Computing

Sparx Reader

PSHE

Reading article

To a Daughter Leaving Home

MFL

Sparx Maths

Geography

Sparx Reader

23.09.24
English

Sparx Maths

Science

DT

Sparx Reader

Food

Religion and World Views

Reading Article

Aurelia Dobre: World Champion 
Gymnast

MFL

Sparx Maths 

History

Sparx Reader

30.09.24
English

Sparx Maths

Science

Sparx Reader

PSHE

Reading article

Dreams

MFL

Sparx Maths 

Geography

Sparx Reader

07.10.24

English

Art

Sparx Maths

Science

Computing

Sparx Reader

Religion and World Views

Reading article

Dr Martin Luther King Jr.: Changing 
America

MFL

Sparx Maths 

History

Sparx Reader

14.10.24

English

Music

Sparx Maths 

Science

DT

Sparx Reader

Food

Reading article

Simone Biles

MFL

Sparx Maths

Geography

Sparx Reader



Homework
• Eng, Sci, Hist, Geo, Religion & Worldviews, 

Comp, PSHE, DT & Food - Cornell from KOs.
• Sparx Maths.
• Sparx Reader.
• MFL – sentence builders.
• Art – natural forms research.
• Music – knowledge quiz.
• Reading article - whole school theme.

Achieve  .  Belong  .  
Participate



School Website
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A journey through Y7 English at The Castle School
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Our curriculum aims: 
• To foster a love of English and curiosity around 

language
• To develop knowledge of the world and its 

voices
• To empathise and question
• To be confident orators, readers and writers 

Theme of the year: Good Vs Evil / Magical and fantastical



Term 1 - English
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11-week unit

A hopeful coming of age 
story about a young boy 
raised by ghosts.

Bod learns what it means 
to be human as he grows 
up and prepares to leave 
the graveyard behind.

4-week unit

Initially based on 
the setting in the 
film Avatar.

Students will write 
their own 
description of an 
imagined world.



Term 2 - English
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4-week unit

The students complete a 
live, classroom debate 
which they will prepare 
for in lessons, based on a 
variety of topics.

6-week unit

First experience of 
Shakespeare at 
secondary school.

Learning to analyse 
pictures and quotes 
and write about 
them at secondary 
school level.



Term 3 - English
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6-week unit

Students will learn 
about classic Greek 
myths and legends like 
Medusa, Prometheus 
and Icarus, important 
symbols throughout 
English lessons, books 
and films!

6-week unit

Introduction to 
several new poems 
and learn to 
analyse and write 
about poetry. 

Greek Myths

Understanding some of 
the most popular Greek 
Myths. Focus on ability 
to re-tell myths, 
remember the plot and 
importance of myths
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What have the current year 7’s been doing so far?



Alongside our curriculum…

• Sparx Reader Homework

Students read and answer 
questions about the book they 
are reading.

Correct answers gain them 
SRP points (Sparx Reader 
Points)

Teachers can see each 
student’s progress towards 
completing their homework 
here



Alongside our curriculum…

• Sparx Reader Homework

Teachers can also see the 
accuracy rating for the 
questions answered here.

This tells us how they are 
getting on with answering the 
questions and if they may 
need any additional support.



How you can support students’ learning:

• Encourage reading! Either books at home or on their 
Sparx Reader account – on computers, tablets or phones. 

• Ask about their learning.

• Support with homework booklet work set by the class 
teacher

What to do if you’re worried:

• Contact your child’s class teacher
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Our aim for year 7 science 
• Lay the foundation for future success in science
• Secure important knowledge needed for the next stage. 
• Ignite passion and curiosity 
• Show students how to use the laboratory and the 

equipment safely 
• Encourage students to begin to think, speak and act more 

like scientists 
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The KS3 curriculum 



Biology big themes 
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•Cells, tissues, organs and 
systems

•Reproduction and health 
•Variation and inheritance 
•Life processes, ecology 
and interdependence 



Chemistry big themes
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•Atoms and elements 
•Chemical reactions
•Particles and states of 
matter 

•The Earth: Rocks and 
atmosphere. 



Physics big themes
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•Forces and motion 
•Waves and energy
•Space 
•Electricity and 
magnetism 



Knowledge organisers
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All students have 
access to these 
and contain all 
the key 
knowledge.
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Literacy in science
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Assessment
•  Classwork marked every six lessons.
•  Students act on teacher feedback in to make improvements- 
          really effective process.
•  Short class assessments such as short quizzes
•  Formal tests- used by us to track progress- at end of each module.
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Extras
• Knowledge organisers 
• Go on BBC bitesize to look at the activities and quizzes: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
• Read books, magazines or articles on topics you are interested in. Your 

science teacher will be happy to recommend some.
• Go on to: https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning and click on 

‘Secondary Biology, Chemistry or Physics’ for fun activities you can get 
involved in. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning
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Maths
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To develop pupils as competent 
mathematicians and promote an 
enthusiasm to study maths at a 

higher level and/or recognise the 
value of maths in everyday life.



Curriculum 
Themes

Number

Algebra

Ratio & Proportion

Geometry & Measure

Statistics
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Equipment
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Assessments
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Vocabulary
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Maths Lunchtime 
Club
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