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Year 7 Introduction Evening
6:00pm – 6:30pm

Introduction: 
Mr Wordsworth and Mrs Gavin 

Deputy Headteachers

Mental Health and Wellbeing: 
Mrs Sherring 

Assistant Headteacher

Curriculum talks from:
English: Mr Crawford

Science: Mrs Woodward
Maths: Mrs Miles

Homework:
Mr George

Associate Assistant Headteacher
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We connect – building strong relationships

We are relentless – nothing left to chance

We model the way

Achieve I Belong I Participate 
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Achieve 
‘Knowledge enables students to 
think the unthinkable and the 

not yet thought’. Bernstein
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House Points = 8671
Homework = 1795

100% attendance = 577

97% attendance
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Belong

‘Belonging is a flame that needs 
to be continually fed by signals 

of connection’
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Belong Points = 1098

Pinkery Success
Kindness and supporting 

each other as a year 
group
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Participate 

‘Equality of opportunity is 
the essence of social 

justice’
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91% of students have 
Participated in at least 1 

enrichment club!
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Arbor  

• Students can swipe right 
when they have completed a 

homework task
• Parents/carers can view 

attendance, behaviour and 
any detentions

• Send attendance messages
• Receive email notifications 

from the school
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How to contact us:
• Arbor communications for attendance or email Mrs Penn: 

hpenn@castle.bep.ac
• Your child’s tutor
• Your child’s Head of House

Windsor: Mr Owen
mowen@castle.bep.ac

Lancaster: Mrs Curno
ccurno@castle.bep.ac

Sandringham: Mr Crawford
pcrawford@castle.bep.ac

 

Balmoral: Mr Keay
tkeay@castle.bep.ac

Buckingham: Mrs Lambert
slambert@castle.bep.ac

Caernarfon: Mrs Norris
mnorris@castle.bep.ac

mailto:hpenn@castle.bep.ac
mailto:mowen@castle.bep.ac
mailto:ccurno@castle.bep.ac
mailto:pcrawford@castle.bep.ac
mailto:tkeay@castle.bep.ac
mailto:slambert@castle.bep.ac
mailto:mnorris@castle.bep.ac
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Mental Health and Wellbeing
A whole school approach

Mrs Sherring: AHT and Strategic Lead for SEND
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The Year 7 Curriculum at The Castle School
Our knowledge rich curriculum is designed to be well-balanced and giving varied 
opportunities. It promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of our students and prepares them for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
Our aim is to provide a curriculum that is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
but also ensures our students will be widely educated, with experiences that 
include consideration of the best that humanity has produced, words, art, ideas, 
science.  
We aim to ensure that students leave The Castle School very well equipped for 
the next stage of their education, training or employment, and educated so that 
they enjoy life and live well.

The Castle School - Curriculum Website Pages 

https://www.castleschool.co.uk/school-info/curriculum.htm
https://www.castleschool.co.uk/school-info/curriculum.htm
https://www.castleschool.co.uk/school-info/curriculum.htm
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The Year 7 Curriculum at The Castle School
Two equal populations (GOM and RBY)
All groups mixed ability profile, except for Maths
Universal curriculum for all 
Languages - initial rotation and then selection of one language

Be well-informed and talk about the knowledge being secured in school
Encourage active participation and making the most of The Castle School
Insist on homework completion
Be ambitious for students across the Key Stage 3 breadth
Support independent revision/review/practice
Communicate with us if you’d like – don’t wait for a Progress Evening
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A journey through Y7 English at The Castle School

Our curriculum aims: 
• To foster a love of English and curiosity around 

language
• To develop knowledge of the world and its 

voices
• To empathise and question
• To be confident orators, readers and writers 

Theme of the year: Good Vs Evil / Magical and fantastical
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Term 1 - English

11-week unit

A hopeful coming of age 
story about a young boy 
raised by ghosts.

Bod learns what it means 
to be human as he grows 
up and prepares to leave 
the graveyard behind.

4-week unit

Initially based on 
the setting in the 
film Avatar.

Students will write 
their own 
description of an 
imagined world.
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Term 2 - English

4-week unit

The students complete a 
live, classroom debate 
which they will prepare 
for in lessons, based on a 
variety of topics.

6-week unit

First experience of 
Shakespeare at 
secondary school.

Learning to analyse 
pictures and quotes 
and write about 
them at secondary 
school level.
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Term 3 - English

6-week unit

Students will learn 
about classic Greek 
myths and legends like 
Medusa, Prometheus 
and Icarus, important 
symbols throughout 
English lessons, books 
and films!

6-week unit

Introduction to 
several new poems 
and learn to 
analyse and write 
about poetry. 

Greek Myths

Understanding some of 
the most popular Greek 
Myths. Focus on ability 
to re-tell myths, 
remember the plot and 
importance of myths
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What have year 7s been learning so far?
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Alongside our curriculum…

• Sparx Reader Homework

Students read and answer 
questions about the book they 
are reading.

Correct answers gain them 
SRP points (Sparx Reader 
Points)

Teachers can see each 
student’s progress towards 
completing their homework 
here
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Alongside our curriculum…

• Sparx Reader Homework

Teachers can also see the 
accuracy rating for the 
questions answered here.

This tells us how they are 
getting on with answering the 
questions and if they may 
need any additional support.
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How you can support students’ learning:

• Encourage reading! Either books at home or on their 
Sparx Reader account – on computers, tablets or phones. 

• Ask about their learning.

• Support with homework booklet work set by the class 
teacher

What to do if you’re worried:

• Contact your child’s class teacher
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Our aim for year 7 science 
• Lay the foundation for future success in science
• Secure important knowledge needed for the next stage. 
• Ignite passion and curiosity 
• Show students how to use the laboratory and the 

equipment safely 
• Encourage students to begin to think, speak and act more 

like scientists 
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The KS3 curriculum 
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Biology big themes 
•Cells, tissues, organs and 
systems

•Reproduction and health 
•Variation and inheritance 
•Life processes, ecology 
and interdependence 
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Chemistry big themes
•Atoms and elements 
•Chemical reactions
•Particles and states of 
matter 

•The Earth: Rocks and 
atmosphere. 
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Physics big themes

•Forces and motion 
•Waves and energy
•Space 
•Electricity and 
magnetism 
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Knowledge organisers

All students have 
access to these 
and contain all 
the key 
knowledge.
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Literacy in science
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Assessment
• Continual, informal assessment of learning in lessons and 

the books. Teachers will use this to record and address 
individual and whole class misconceptions or gaps in 
knowledge. 

• Short class assessments such as short quizzes.
• Formal tests - used by us to track progress - at end of each 

module. Including the year 7 exam at the end of the 
academic year. 
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Extras
• Knowledge organisers 
• Go on BBC bitesize to look at the activities and quizzes: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
• Read books, magazines or articles on topics you are interested in. Your 

science teacher will be happy to recommend some.
• Go on to: https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning and click on 

‘Secondary Biology, Chemistry or Physics’ for fun activities you can get 
involved in. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning
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Maths
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To develop pupils as competent 
mathematicians and promote an 
enthusiasm to study maths at a 

higher level and/or recognise the 
value of maths in everyday life.
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Curriculum 
Themes

Number

Algebra

Ratio & Proportion

Geometry & Measure

Statistics

Probability
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Vocabulary and Problem Solving
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Equipment
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Assessments

Revision List Post assessment
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Maths Help Hub
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Supporting maths 
learning at home
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Year 7 
Homework
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Homework 
Reading Task
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Subjects

• Science, PSHE, computing, Geography, History and Religion and World Views - Cornell note 
taking from knowledge organisers.

• English - Sparx Reader

• Maths - Sparx Maths

• Languages - sentence builders

• Art and Music  – Forms quiz on knowledge learnt
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How you can support your child with their homework
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Support 
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