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Information Evening for Parents & Carers

Monday 4th April 2022

Child Exploitation & Community Risk
#NotAtOurSchool
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Mr Jamie Wordsworth
Deputy Headteacher & Designated Safeguarding Lead

Police Sergeant Kat Forrest
Neighbourhood Policing Team – Avon & Somerset Police
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Plan for the session
• Reminder of our key teaching mechanisms of positive 

behaviours and understanding risk 
• Consider the key risks for students in the community
• Know some signs to look out for that could mean your child 

is at risk
• Suggest the best ways that families can support children
• Opportunity to ask questions and discuss
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What does #NotAtOurSchool truly mean for The Castle School?

• Every single member of our community celebrates difference and 
stands up for equality
• We treat each other with kindness and respect
• We show empathy towards others
• Nobody uses terms in their spoken language that are harmful, hurtful 

or discriminatory
• We do not believe in ‘banter’ – this idea that you can use terms 

within friendship groups and therefore it is acceptable
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How are students taught about risk, relationships and safety 
at The Castle School?

• Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) 
• Sessions delivered by the specialist team
• Assemblies and tutor time programme
• Curriculum enrichment days

•Wider curriculum, eg. Science, Computing & IT
• Character education – belonging
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Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) – curriculum map: 
Microsoft Word - PSHE Curriculum Map 2021-22 
(castleschool.co.uk)
All of our composite knowledge sits within three themes, in line 
with the PSHE Association’s recommended teaching. These 
themes are: relationships, living in the wider world, health & 
wellbeing. 
Composite knowledge includes: drugs & alcohol, staying safe 
online, risk, consent, sexual education, sexual abuse and 
harassment, extremism

https://www.castleschool.co.uk/uploads/pdf-files/464-PSHE.pdf
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Child Exploitation
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Child Criminal Exploitation



Achieve  .  Belong  .  Participate

Child Sexual Exploitation
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Child Exploitation – warning signs:
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County Lines
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Gangs and Youth Violence
Youth violence is often synonymous with gangs, with an increasing concern 
about knife crime. Safeguarding Network, 2022. 
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Child Substance Misuse
Substance misuse refers to the use of psychoactive substances in a way that is 
harmful or hazardous to health. This includes alcohol and illicit drugs. The use 
of such substances can lead to dependency. World Health Organisation, 2017.
Statistics from the NHS show that 1 in 4 pupils reported taking drugs, with this 
evenly being spread between boys and girls. As could be predicted, drug use in 
particular will increase with age, with the most common drug used being 
cannabis, although others report nitrous oxide (laughing gas) and volatile 
substances (for example glue).
A lot is experimental or recreational. However, where substance misuse 
becomes a problem, this can often be linked to: absence from education; 
having mental health needs; being in homes where there is domestic abuse or 
a history of involvement with Children’s Social Care.

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/statistics-on-drug-misuse/2019/part-4-drug-use-among-young-people
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Honest information about drugs | FRANK (talktofrank.com)

https://www.talktofrank.com/
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Suggestions for parents & carers: 
• Ensure you know where your child is and what they are doing at all times –

journeys to and from school especially
• Have an open dialogue – positives and negatives
• Aim for trust and an understanding that mistakes happen with teenagers
• Speak with your children about devices often – restrict their access, limit 

their time, remove their devices at night
• Have conversations about friendships and relationships regularly – linked to 

social media and devices
• Be alert to older friendships, gift giving, secrecy, shifting groups, worry, 

changes in behaviours that are typical
• Work with us as a school as you need and wish – community is vital
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Information from a Police perspective – Sgt Kat Forrest
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Questions or further discussion

If you would like to contact us following this session, please 
telephone the Main Office (01823 274073) and someone 

will get back to you.

Thank you for your time and support.


