


I hope you enjoy looking through some of the achievements, 
trips and events that have gone on during the last academic 
year (2022-23).  We are hugely proud of the opportunities, 

achievements and events that we are able to offer our students.  
Throughout the year we offered 389 (284 last year) clubs as part 
of our enrichment offer, some of which is documented in this 
magazine.

Over 50% of students have taken part in at least one enrichment 
activity every week since the start of September.  In addition, the 
trips students have been on continue to ensure we are committed 
to giving our students a wide range of universal enrichment.  During 
our six enrichment days students have experienced: Year 7 - Beauty 
and the Beast - Bristol Hippodrome, Weymouth Aquarium, Exeter - 
places of worship and Chepstow Castle.  Year 8 - Bristol Aerospace, 
Bristol/Cardiff Art Museums.  Year 9 - Blackrock Outdoor Ed, Eden 
Project, Pinkery and Exmoor as part of The Castle Challenge. Year 
10 - Shepton Mallet Prison. Year 11 - Wimbleball Lake, University of 
Bath.  Included in those days have been PSHE lessons as well as 
engaging with employers and outside speakers.  

We have also offered the following trips and activities: Woman in 
Black – London, Northcott Theatre, Discover Ability Day, Blood 
Brothers – Cardiff, Ice skating trips to Bristol and Clark’s Village, 
Bristol City FC , Glastonbury Abbey - GCSE History, Temple 
Quay - GCSE Geography, Lyme Regis, Taunton Museum, Tate - 
London for GCSE Art/Photography/Textiles, Exeter Chiefs Rugby, 
England ladies FC – Bristol (England v Belgium), Cyberfirst Final 
- Swindon - February 23, Mandarin Excellence Programme trip 
to the University of Exeter, Coachbright Graduation also at the 
University of Exeter, Brewhouse Theatre – Dance, Eden Project 
- Year 10, Exeter University Maths trip, England v Australia ODI.  
Residentials:- Pinkery - Yr 7s, Cologne - December 22, New 
York - February 23, Sorrento April 23, Courchevel skiing April 23, 
Berlin, Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award and The Ardѐche and 
Cambodia this July/August.

There is such a vibrancy around school during the year no more 
so than when we have the enterprise project taking place and 
this epitomises that sense of belonging we all have to the school 
and our community.  This is an opportunity for each House to 
raise money for their chosen House charity and give a little back 
to our community through volunteering and helping others.  It is 
one of my favourite times of year, when I am asked to have wet 
sponges thrown at me or for students to be able to sell cakes at 
lunch time.

There were some significant sporting achievements this year too.  
Again, this success is testament to the talent and dedication of 
our students but also to the Health faculty and other colleagues 
who ensure these opportunities happen. 

Forty students went on the German Christmas trip to Cologne in 
December and trips to China, Spain and France are planned for 
the next academic year. Year 9 and GCSE languages students 
have been supported all year by visiting native speakers from 
Taunton School and Queen’s College.

We hosted a German Teacher programme with Frau Merschmann 
with us for 2 weeks, supporting students in their German lessons 
and this week we have hosted Chinese students and teaching 
colleagues. We maintain our strong links with Richard Huish College 
and good numbers of our students continue with a language to A 
level. Richard Huish staff have given assemblies and run workshops 
for Year 9/10 languages students and Year 11 students visited 
the college to take part in an A level Spanish lesson.

Four Year 8 girls travelled to the Defence Academy on Saturday 4 
February with Mrs Chapman to compete in the final of CyberFirst 
2023 Competition. This annual event, organised by the National 
Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) through their CyberFirst initiative, 
aims to encourage girls to consider a career in cyber security 
through fun and challenging cyber activities and team exercises. 
Over 9000 girls entered the competition. The girls’ team from 
Castle came 5th overall. Well done to Heidi, Eloise, Fiona and 
Willow.

In June our Year 11s (2023 Leavers) left us after a wonderful 
prom. They have been such a wonderful year group not only in 
Year 11 but during their 5 years with us. It is such a privilege to 
see them grow from children to the fine young adults they are 
and to have the chance to celebrate their time here. We wish 
them well and will welcome them back for their GCSE certificate 
presentation evening in November 2023.

Congratulations to Lancaster for winning the House Trophy for 
the third year running. Following our sports day yesterday, ‘O’ 
will celebrate their House Trophy win by having Periods 4 and 5 
off timetable on Tuesday 18 July; having fun on the ‘sizzler’, the 
dodgems, ‘Pure Adrenaline’ and the inflatables. It’s all to play for 
next year and I look forward to the other Houses trying to knock 
Lancaster off top spot! I’d like to give a special mention to: Anna 
7Y – 100m in 13.31 seconds and shot putt distance 7.82m, Anna, 
Bethan, Holly and Demi-Louise 7Y – 4 x 200m relay in 2 minutes 
13 seconds, Cole 8Y – rounders ball throw distance 58.35m, Mya 
9M – 50m in 7.34 seconds, Amelie 10O – 50m in 7.15 seconds, 
Sami 10R – 100m in 11.16 seconds and Finlay 10R – high jump 
1m 86cm, who all broke school records on sports day.

from the 
Headteacher



Students at The Castle School have had yet another 
fantastic set of results achieved by ‘a superb group 
of young people who were highly motivated and 
focused, particularly considering the challenges they 
have faced during the pandemic and two challenging 
years’ post COVID.’ said Mr Lamb (Headteacher). 

74% of students achieved a grade 4 or more in 
both English and Maths, whilst 54% gained a 
grade 5 or more in English and maths.  A quarter 
of students achieved 5 or more results in grade 
7-9s.  Three quarters of all grades were grade 5 
and above.  86 students achieved grades 7-9 in 
at least 3 of their GCSEs. 44 students achieved 
grades 7-9 in at least 7 subjects. 

78% of students achieved the equivalent old 
measure of at least 5 A-C grades including English 
and maths (now grades 9-4). A fabulous achieve-
ment by all of our students and very well deserved.

We are very proud to have some of the best 
teachers in the South West and our students really 
benefit from this.  This year, students have done 
particularly well in: English, maths, triple science, 
music, drama, philosophy and languages, especially 
French. sport and PE always do exceptionally well 
and this year was no different.

Very well done to Chloe Fry and Ella Pal, who 
achieved 9 and 7 grade 9s respectively.  Also 
very well done to students achieving 9 grade 7-9s 
(equivalent to A/A*s): Lily Jones, Vasilina Mentzou, 

Tom Barnard, Anu Balasubramaniam, Yingqi Cao, 
Le’Nita Zhang, Ana Arechavala, Amalie Craig, 
William Dunstan, Joseph O’Connor, Evie Walker, 
Zebie Trout, Nynitya Kathula, Iris Wood, Robert 
Undery, Lara Hunter, Maxwell Smyth-Lees, Edith 
Kearney, Rhiannon Pearce, Farhan Haque.

As a comprehensive school, we are proud of every 
one of our students and for some students, even 
though their attainment was not as high, their 
results represent outstanding achievement and 
we are proud of every single one of them.

Mr Lamb also said, ‘We want our children to leave 
school ready to tackle the challenges of adult life, 
by being positive and hardworking; this shows in 
the results. We pride ourselves on the relationships 
we build with our students and so it is no surprise 
that staff here give up so much time to work with our 
students at lunch times, after school and during the 
holidays. We know exam performance is important 
but so are the memories and experiences they have 
over five years with us.  What matters most is that 
our students take this and go on to have happy and 
prosperous lives.’

Mr Lamb paid tribute to the staff at The Castle 
School, ‘I am hugely proud of the hard work, 
dedication and resilience all colleagues at The 
Castle School have shown.  I know our families 
appreciate the work the school does for their children.’
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In December, a group of 41 students visited 
KÖln (Cologne). The Vorweihnachtszeit (the 
time leading up to Christmas) is a special time 
in Germany and the picture-perfect Cologne 
Christmas markets are a winter wonderland 
of twinkling lights, Christmas trees, festive mu-
sic and aromas of delicious food from the hun-
dreds of traditional wooden huts and stalls. 
Students made the most of the opportunities 
to buy handmade gifts as Christmas presents 
and to try the huge variety of food; fresh waf-
fles, doughnuts, gingerbread, chocolate dipped 
fruit, currywurst and many other types of Ger-
man sausage!

Students loved the dare-devil rides at Phanta-
sialand theme park, as well as shows, ice skat-
ing and a magical Christmas atmosphere. 

Construction of Cologne Cathedral began in 
1248 and it was the tallest building in the world 
until 1884. This impressive and imposing build-
ing is a must-see for all visitors to Cologne. 
Many of our students climbed the long narrow 
spiral staircase to the top of the south tower 
and were rewarded with stunning views of the 
city and the Rhine.

Students also experienced a cruise on the River 
Rhine, complete with Christmas entertainment, 
and a visit to the Cologne chocolate museum. A 
fabulous time was had by all! 

The next trip to Cologne is planned for Decem-
ber 2024.

„Ich war auf dem Weihnachtsmarkt und ich 
habe einen Engel gekauft. Es war wunder-
schön.”
-Madison

„Wir sind Schlittschuh gelaufen. Es hat viel 
Spaß gemacht.”
-Bronte

„Wir sind mit dem Reisebus nach Köln gefahren. 
Das Sportmuseum hat viel Spaß gemacht - es 
gab einen Fußballplatz auf dem Dach! Auf dem 
Weihnachtsmarkt waren die Waffeln köstlich.”
-Thomas R

„Die Schokoladenfabrik war mein Lieblingsbe-
such!“
-Alex

„In Köln habe ich den Dom besucht. Der Dom 
war sehr groß und hoch, und die Aussicht war 
sehr schön.“
-Amelia

„Köln war sehr gut. Am ersten Tag haben wir 
Aachen und den Weihnachtsmarkt besucht. 
In Aachen habe ich Crêpes gegessen. Das war 
lecker.“
-Louie

„Aachen war echt spannend und großartig. Es 
gab einen Weihnachtsmarkt und es gab viele 
Andenken und viel Essen, zum Beispiel Pommes 
und Lebkuchen. Außerdem waren die Menschen 
sehr freundlich und ich habe Mandeln gekauft 
- sie waren süß und lecker.“
-Daphne

„Wir haben einen Weihnachtsmarkt be-
sucht und ich habe Andenken und eine heiße 
Schokolade gekauft. Ich liebte die Lichter auf 
den Bäumen.“
-Poppy

„Ich bin mit dem Schiff auf dem Rhein gefahren 
und ich bin nach Phantasialand gefahren. Das 
hat Spaß gemacht.“
-Toby

What did our students 
think of the trip?



Enrichment
days

'

Thank you to the local employers who hosted groups of our Year 9 students on our enrichment
days. Students visited employers to gain an insight into the world of work and to find out about
what skills employers look for. Here are some of our students enjoying their time at Taunton
Fabrications and Kier Construction.

Other employers involved were: Lush, Evo Agency, Somerset Heritage Centre, South West Hair
Academy, RSPCA, Musgrove Park Hospital, Yeovil Town F.C., Barchester Manor Care Home,
Barclays Bank and Bridgwater & Taunton College (Cannington campus). We are so grateful for
your time and effort, thank you.

'I really enjoyed the
enrichment day and

I I found it really
helpful to know

what employers are
looking for. It's really

good to see how a
business operates
and what sort of
things I would be
expected to do.'

 
Year 9 student

 Year 9





The days were always full on with skiing, but we ensured that the
nights were full of fun and entertaining. The students enjoyed the
swimming pool at Courchevel which was full of slides and jumps,
where Mrs Curno created another Castle gala. We had our usual Crepe
night, the epic Easter egg hunt on the green outside the hotel, we
watched an ice hockey match in meribel and the final night we sang
away in the hotel with some Karaoke. 
 
I know I say it every year about how this group was one of the best we
had taken, but they were definitely up there. They were fun, supported
each other and were true credits to us as staff and the school. 
 
Massive thanks need to go to all the staff that went on the trip Mrs
Curno, Mrs James, Mr Clapp, Mr Boyland and Mrs Jenkins for all their
hard work. 
 
The good news is that ski trip 2024 is already fully booked, next year
we go again. 

This year we embarked on our 12th visit to Courchevel in the French
Alps. We set off one day early and stayed in the PGL centre outside Paris
for one night where students enjoyed using the sports facilities followed
by the evening entertainment of Bingo. Hearing that there were huge
delays at Dover we were so relieved to be in France and on the
Saturday, we started the long journey down to the Alps. 
The students picked up skis and then unfortunately the power steering
went on the coach which meant that we were without a coach for most
of the week. Fortunately thanks to Mr James, we managed to get all skis
back to the hotel and PGL upgraded the students lift passes, so they
skied the whole of the 3 valleys. 

The rest of the week was just amazing, we were fortunate to have 5
exceptional instructors in which some we have had for 11 years and one
coming out of retirement to coach us. The snow was superb, and the
students loved every moment on the mountain demonstrating their
skills, tricks, jumps and falls. 
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Three secondary school students from The Castle 
School in Taunton have been named as runners-up in 
Amazon’s inaugural Alexa Young Innovator Challenge 
after designing two new Alexa Skills that aim to help 
people with Alzheimer’s. Skills are like apps for Alexa, 
allowing you to use voice commands to perform everyday 
tasks like checking the news, listening to music, or playing 
a game.

Kalina Djoukleva, Ellie Selby and Jared Johnn, 
designed Alexa Skills to help assist people with 
Alzheimer’s. Kalina and Ellie’s Skill acts as a reminder 
for vulnerable people to take their medication on the 
right day and at the right time, while Jared’s Skill helps 
people understand and plan their week, ensuring they 
don’t miss important events or family occasions. 

Kalina, Ellie and Jared’s Alexa Skills saw the local 
youngsters named as two of the runners-up in the 
national competition in the 13-14 age group. The pair 
won a £500 Amazon voucher for their school, while also 
taking home a £250 Amazon voucher each to spend 
personally.  

Competition entries were picked by a judging panel 
including STEM advocate Carol Vorderman, comput-
ing prodigy Dr Anne-Marie Imafidon, YouTuber and 
computer science graduate Tobi Brown, and Lauren 

Kisser, Amazon Technology Director and UK ambassa-
dor for Amazon Future Engineer. 

Speaking after her impressive performance in the UK-
wide competition, Kalina and Ellie said:

“My Skill will especially benefit the elderly who suffer 
from dementia or Alzheimer’s who might forget to take 
medication, which could be detrimental to their health. I 
created different daily routines which means depending 
on the day of the week, Alexa will say that there either is 
or isn’t medication for that day, and offer other activities 
help support them.” 

Jared added: “My Skill helps people with dementia or 
Alzheimer’s to know what’s happening on a particular 
day. This will allow them to see what events they have 
taking place, and what events they could plan, like having 
a relative come over. Due to the main group of people 
with Alzheimer’s and dementia being elderly people, 
having information on how to spend their spare time 
such as if their children or grandchildren are at w  ork 
or school through this Skill could greatly benefit them.”

Headteacher, James Lamb said “At the Castle School, 
we are committed to making sure our students are 
equipped with the skills and knowledge to pursue 
a career in STEM. Working alongside the industry to 

THE CASTLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

DESIGN ALEXA SKILLS
 TO SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH 
ALZHEIMER’S 

THE CASTLE SCHOOL students named runners-up in the Alexa Young Innovator Challenge 
- Amazon’s UK-wide AI coding contest – by designing Alexa Skills that aim to help people 
with Alzheimer’s
 
Competition judges included TV presenter and STEM education advocate Carol Vorderman 
and computing prodigy and Stemettes founder Dr. Anne-Marie Imafidon

Students think AI can help solve mental health, environmental welfare and household 
budgeting in the face of the cost-of-living crisis.

make sure the education and skills we are teaching are 
current and relevant is an integral part of the curriculum. 
We are very proud of Kalina Djoukleva, Ellie Selby and 
Jared Johnn and I would also like to thank their teacher 
Mr Mark James for his hard work and support. The new 
Skills our students have developed will undoubtedly 
make a big difference to improving the lives of the 
elderly and those suffering with dementia or Alzheimer’s 
and that is a massive achievement.”

To enter the Alexa Young Innovator Challenge, students 
across the UK were invited to follow a free online learning 
programme with curriculum-linked lesson plans and 
resources, created by Amazon to support the develop-
ment of AI learning in UK classrooms and STEM clubs. 
Computer science and AI related roles could contribute 
£71 billion a year to the UK economy to 2030, according 
to research commissioned by Amazon from Capital 
Economics, with demand for jobs that require computer 
science, AI or machine learning skills expected to 
increase by 40% over the next five years . In order to 
have enough AI talent in the UK workforce to fill these 
jobs, students need to experience some form of AI-
based learning during secondary school.  
   
“We were blown away by the innovation and imagina-
tive thinking that was evident in many of the entries 
we received for the Alexa Young Innovator Challenge,” 
said Lauren Kisser, Technology Director at Amazon and 
UK Ambassador for Amazon Future Engineer. “The 
challenge forms part of our Amazon Future Engineer 
programme, designed to upskill young people in Artificial 
Intelligence and computer science, and inspire them to 
consider a career in STEM. If more young people like 
Kalina and Jared play an active part imagining ways AI 
can be used to tackle social issues in their communities, 
just think of the good that technology could achieve in 
the future.”

Dr. Anne-Marie Imafidon said: “The tech revolution never 
stops and we know that AI is going to be a vital part of 
the future of the industry so it’s great to see the Alexa 
Young Innovator Challenge identifying some amazing 
young people who are taking the first steps on this journey 
to be our future scientists and technologists.”
     
Amazon supports the education and skills development 
of students from all backgrounds through Amazon 
Future Engineer, a comprehensive childhood-to-career 
programme. The initiative is designed to inspire, educate 
and enable children and young adults, particularly those 
from underserved and underrepresented communities, 
to realise their potential in computer science through 
free online coding programmes, teacher training 
opportunities, and virtual career chats. Since launching 
in 2019, Amazon Future Engineer has reached over 
400,000 students across the UK.

Women are still significantly underrepresented in 
engineering and technology in higher education. UCAS 
data on university application and acceptance figures 
for the 2021 cycle highlighted that women represent 
just 16% and 18% of accepted applications to computer 
science and engineering degrees respectively. To help 
address underrepresentation and accelerate the rate 
of progress, in 2022 Amazon awarded bursaries worth 
up to £20,000 each to 31 women students from 
low-income households studying computer science or 
related engineering courses at UK universities. 



Our Year 7s atOur Year 7s at

Every year we book Pinkery Outdoor 
Education Centre on Exmoor. It is a very 

remote centre with indoor dormitories. The 
purpose of the trip is to develop team building 
skills and to help the students to make friends 
with the others in their tutor group. There is a 

variety of activities including bush craft, low 
ropes, moorland walk, mountain boarding and 
other team building exercises. The children 
always have a wonderful time with much 
laughter, mud and plenty of washing to take 
back home!

PinkeryPinkery

5



The Castle students were

exemplary and found fun

everywhere they went. 

In February we took 50 GCSE Drama and

Dance students to the city that never

sleeps. In 4 days, we packed in as much

as we could in this unforgettable

adventure.

We arrived in the Big Apple late Saturday

evening staying at Hostelling International

on the Upper West Side of New York, right

by Central Park on Amsterdam Ave. 

NEW YORK
2023

On Sunday we started our sightseeing tour

with views over the magical city at Top of

the Rock viewing platform at The

Rockefellar Centre. After lunch we headed

to Times Square to watch the multi Tony

Award winning musical 'MJ The Musical' at

the Neil Simon Theatre. We were blown

away by performance that showcased

some of the biggest hits of The Jackson

Five and Michael Jackson.

On Monday we started our day heading back

downtown to do a VIP backstage tour of Radio

City Hall where we got to meet a Rockette and

perform the world renown line kick on stage. We

then headed to Fifth Aven for shopping and lunch.

On Monday afternoon we made our way to Pearl

Studio for our MJ the Musical with Ryan

Vanderboom one of the stars from the show. That

evening we sang our hearts out at the famous

Ellen's Stardust Diner.

 

Tuesday was another busy day as continued with

sightseeing. We headed to the South Ferry

Terminal to do some shopping on Staten Island

and sailed past the Statue of Liberty. We then had

lunch at Hudson Eats overlooking the Hudson. We

continued our walking tour past the World Trade

National Memorial, Brooklyn Bridge and the Bull of

Wall Street. We headed back to Times Square to

see Moulin Rouge at the Al Hirschfeld Theatre on

Valentine's Evening. Moulin Rouge was

spectacular and made extra special as it was the

day to celebrate love.

 

Wednesday started with a morning workshop with

one of the cast from Moulin Rouge - Clay Rice-

Thomson. Students learnt choreography from the

musical number 'Shut up and Dance with me.'

Next, we headed to Central Park for lunch and a

last-minute shop before heading back to the hostel

to fly home.

 

The Castle students were exemplary and found

fun everywhere they went. Subway journeys were

filled with song and dance. I am sure the trip was a

life-changing experience for some students, and

we certainly made memories that will last a

lifetime. It was a very special trip and a pleasure

and a privilege to enjoy it alongside the students

and be part of their excitement.

 





NEWS FROM 
THE FOOD & NUTRITION
DEPARTMENT

It has been a busy 
year in The Food and 
Nutrition Department. 
We started with the opening 
of our fantastic new rooms – now 
called The Frances Gormley Suite – 
which have transformed the teaching 
and learning for students. The dark grey 
and lime green finish looks so smart! 

Students are enjoying having their own kitchen area 
to work in and the quality of the work being produced 
by all year groups has been amazing. Th
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Brainstorm 
January 
2023

Year 10 and 11 students performed 
the breath-taking Brainstorm in 
January 2023.

The show had been carefully 
crafted by the students to offer 
an insight in the teenage brain. 
It was a thrilling exploration 
opening the lid on teenage be-
haviour and emotions - showing 
that life is a rollercoaster dur-
ing these fast paced years.

The cast shared their stories of 
heartbreak and fall outs, first 
loves and parent bust ups. We 
carefully constructed the nar-
rative around these moments of 
joy and despair. The cast partied 
hard and delivered home truths 
to enlighten us all that teen-
agers are inspiring, wild and 
can change the world. It was a 
pleasure to be allowed into their 
brains and be part of their jour-
ney.



It has been a vibrant year in the Dance 
department with heaps of opportunities 

for students at The Castle School to share 
their talent and hard work. 

House Dance was a huge success, and the 
studios were full every lunch and after 
school with students hoping to win the 
much-coveted House Dance Trophy. This 
year’s winners were Sandringham with 
their highly polished choreography and 
participation across all year groups.

GCSE dancers were taken to see Alice by the 
Jasmin Vardimon Company at The Exeter 
Northcott Theatre. Year 9 and 10 students 
were fortunate to have professional work-
shops with Swindon Dance, Centre for 
Advanced Training (CAT)  and also a work-
shop called ‘Infra’ led by an artist from the 
Royal Opera House. 

In March dancers will be part of the 
Spring Forward Platform at The Tacchi 
Morris Theatre. This is a great opportunity 
to perform alongside other dance groups 
and share performance work with the local 
community.

GCSE dancers got to learn challenging 
choreography with cast from MJ The 
Musical and Moulin Rouge in profession-
al dance studios on Broadway. We are 
looking forward to offering more exciting 
professional opportunities and trips next 
year.

Year 9 and 10 students were fortunate to 
have workshops with professional dance 
artists from the Royal Opera House and 
Swindon Centre for Advanced Training. 
The workshops involved contemporary 
technique warm-ups, learning routines, 
exploring creative tasks and building 
confidence in contact work.

NEWS
FROM THE DANCE DEPARTMENT

Dance @ Castle

This year’s winners of House dance were Sandringham, with their 

highly polished choreography and participation across all year groups.



Another fun packed year in the Performing Arts Department!

We finished the academic year 2022 with 
an amazing weekend in London to see 
Hamilton and take part in a fast-paced 
and challenging workshop with one of 
the ensemble. We also had a tour of The 
National Theatre on the South Bank.

We took the whole of Year 7 (our current 
Year 8s) to see Mamma Mia at the Bristol 
Hippodrome in July after a successful 
morning of theatrical workshops and 
costume/set design in school.

In October it was a pleasure to take the 
whole of Year 7 to the theatre to watch 
the magical Beauty and the Beast. The 
day was particularly enriching because 
the Arts Faculty put on workshops 

We have been really busy this year in Performing Arts this year. As well as all of our extra-
curricular Dance and Drama clubs we offer we have also enjoyed theatre trips and visits.

teaching choreography and song from 
the show. It was made extra special as 
the students designed roses with their 
Art teacher. For many students this was 
their first visit to a big theatre to see a 
musical.

In November we took Year 10 students 
thinking of continuing their performance 
journey over to Bridgwater and Taunton 
College for a workshop. Students enjoyed 
learning with another practitioner and 
had lots of questions about career steps 
for a life in the performance industry.   

N WSE
PERFORMING ARTS

In December Year 10 and 11 Drama GCSE 
students have a fun day in Cardiff watching 
Blood Brothers at the Millenium Centre. 
Blood Brothers moved us to tears and it 
was great to see the set text brought to 
life.

On the first day back after the Christmas 
break, we visited London to watch The 
Woman in Black at The Fortune Theatre. 
After lunch in Covent Garden, we settled 
into our seats to watch the famously 
scary gothic horror play.

We had another enriching day for Year 
7 in January as we emerged students in 
everything Charlie and The Chocolate 
Factory. Students left very happy with 
chocolate cupcakes and a day of cre-
ating and learning choreography from 
the stage show and singing some of the 
iconic songs.

January was also school production time. 
Please look at the longer article about 
the show ‘Brainstorm’ that was a huge 
success.

We headed to the February half term with 
focus and excitement as we entered our 
final preparations for the New York trip. 
Please see the article to find out what we 
got up to. We run this trip for GCSE Drama 
and Dance Students in Years 10 and 11. 
Our next trip will be in February 2025 
and then again in February 2027.

During the Spring Term we launched our 
next major musical and start our auditions. 
This is always a huge hit in the local 
community so please spread the word 
and bring the whole family along.





Eight expedition groups from Year 10 successfully completed their DofE Bronze 
award assessed expedition on the Quantock Hills on the weekend of 1st and 
2nd of July. All groups showed significant improvement in their navigation, 
teamwork and morale.  

Well done to all who took part and a massive thank you to our dedicated volun-
teers who make the expedition possible.





At just 16 years old, ex-Castler, Seren over-
came some older opponents in a very hard 

fought competition in January, where the lead 
was constantly changing.

“Seeing as it was my first under-20 competi-
tion, I was just treating it as a training day to 
see where I’d end up for the rest of the season 
so to come out and win it, I just can’t believe 
it,” Rogers said.

She added the highlight of the day was the 
hurdles event. “The hurdles I was particularly 
pleased about because we train outdoors so, 
coming indoors, there was no wind or anything. 

Also the long jump, to get back on track, be-
cause my indoor long jump season hasn’t gone 
amazingly, so to get back where I was made 
me so happy.”

After a see-saw tussle which saw four differ-
ent leaders after each of the first four events, 
Rodgers hung on gamely in the final exhausting 
800m to take gold.

Despite this being her first year in the under-20 
age group, she scored 3657 to beat Zara Tyas 
from Stockport T&F into second by 61 points. 
But it was Chapman who then went into the 
lead for the first time as she recorded 5.67m.

Article by Lewis Wiseman, Somerset County Gazette

Ex-Castler, Harvey Skinner, from Exeter chiefs, and Jack 
Leach from Somerset CCC and England, came to The 
Castle School to speak to our Year 8s as part of the Achieve 
your Ambition programme. They were involved in a fantastic 
Q and A for an hour and discussed everything from best wick-
ets/conversions, the Ashes, fractured shoulders, resilience 
and discipline, the importance of hard work in school, and 
a mutual love for dogs!

Sporting role models talk to our Year 8s about ambition



Our Year 11s looked sensational at this year’s prom!
 We wish them every success! #WeAreCastleForever





We are delighted that The Castle School has achieved 100% of the 8 
Gatsby benchmarks. Rob Morrish from the Heart of the South West 
Careers Hub presented the certificate to Julia Corbett, Careers Leader 
and Polly, the school's careers link governor.

The eight Gatsby benchmarks of Good Career Guidance are:

1. A stable careers programme
2. Learning from career and labour market information
3. Addressing the needs of each pupil
4. Linking curriculum learning to careers
5. Encounters with employers and employees
6. Experiences of workplaces
7. Encounters with further and higher education
8. Personal guidance





Netball
Yr 11 District Runners Up
Yr 7-10 District Winners

Hockey 
Yr 8 District Winners 
Yr 9 District Winners
Yr 10 District Winners
 

Indoor Cricket
Yr 9/10 Boys County Cup Winners
Yr 9/10 Girls County Runners Up
Yr 7/8 Boys County Runners Up 
Football 
Year 7 - District Runners Up
Year 8 - District Winners
Year 9 - District Winner
 

Rounders 
Year 9 - District winners
Year 7 - Joint District Winners 
 

Athletics 
Year 7/8 Boys and Girls District Team winners 
Year 9/10 Boys and Girls District Team winners
 

Notable sporting achievements



The Castle School
A C H I E V E  |  B E L O N G  |  P A R T I C I P A T EA C H I E V E  |  B E L O N G  |  P A R T I C I P A T E

The Castle School
Wellington Road
Taunton
TA1 5AU

Telephone: 01823 274073
Email: office@castle.bep.ac
www.castleschool.co.uk


