
GCSE TEXTILES YEAR 10 AND 
11.



Course Breakdown.

• 3 coursework units and 1 Exam unit.

• 2 coursework units in year 10 

• 1 coursework unit and exam unit in year 11

• Coursework = 60% of Mark

• Exam = 40% of Mark

• Out of 96 Marks split into 4 assessment objectives.



Unit 1: Food and Drink – SEPT - DEC

• Core skills: Sewing by hand and on the machine, embroidery, 
applique, dyeing and printmaking.

• Interior Design: Designing and creating a piece of décor based on the 
theme of food and drink.

• Research skills: Learning how to analyse the work of artists and use 
them to inspire final outcomes. Learning the importance of primary 
research and how to effectively use it to develop ideas.



Example 
Work.



Unit 2: Flora and Fauna. JAN - JUL

• Advanced skills: Wool crafts, needle felting, garment construction 
techniques

• Garment design: Designing and making a garment based on the 
theme of Flora and Fauna.

• Garment construction: Learning how to draft and cut patterns from 
fabric. Using relevant key techniques to realise a developed final 
piece.

• Research skills: Further use of skills learned in unit 1 to undertake 
primary and secondary research to develop and refine a series of 
designs into one final outcome.



Example 
Work.



Unit 3: Brief – SEPT – DEC (Yr 11)

Working to a brief: Students will be given a brief based on a past AQA exam 
paper that will ask them to design and create a final outcome based on a 
particular theme. Students will work to the same time scale as that of the 
exam project.
Areas of success: Students will be able to make a strong final piece based on 
their past success e.g. students who excelled at garment making can make a 
piece of clothing, students who excelled at interiors can make a décor item.
Showcasing skills: This unit will allow students to showcase their best skills 
and allow for further development of their body of work.



Exam Unit – Jan – Apr

Exam Paper: The AQA exam paper contains a range of themed questions that 
task students with developing and creating a final outcome based on the 
theme they choose. Students have free reign on how they interpret their 
theme.
Exam Prep: From January to Easter (dates tbc) students will work through 
initial ideas, research primary and secondary sources and develop relevant 
techniques to prepare for the exam. Students will also create a time plan for 
the exam to assist them.
Exam: 10 hours off timetable over 2 days. Students will create the final 
outcome they have been developing since January using their sketchbook to 
assist them. 



How you can support your child.

1. Remind them to attend at least 1 extra session a week. (They know 
which days they are signed up for). 

2. Try to provide plenty of opportunities for them to take photographs 
and draw for their primary research. Remind them to take 
photographs wherever you can.

3. Help check presentation. Books must be presented clearly and to a 
high standard.

4. If you have an old sewing machine in the loft collecting dust, give 
your child the chance to practice on it. I am happy to show them 
how them use it if they bring it to school.



Other info

• Extra sessions every lunchtime and after school Tuesday and 
Thursday. Sign up sheet in T32. 

• Textile pack letters need to be returned and paid asap. £10 minimum 
for book, folder and material costs. Only buy the extras you don’t 
have at home.

• Fabric donations: If you have any PLAIN fabric that is taking up space 
at home we will be happy to take it off your hands.
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